A message from Gene Krebs
Governing Board Chairman

The Governing Board of the Office of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel (OCC or
agency) presents our 2015 Annual Report to the Ohio General Assembly. The
Annual Report outlines the agency’s participation in proceedings on behalf of Ohio
utility consumers, expenditures, and other activities.

Upon my recommendation as Chairman, the Governing Board focused, in
2015, on electric issues and their impact on Ohio utility consumers. The Board
appreciates the time and effort of those who assisted in our review. In January
2016, the Board issued a report, entitled “Everyone is Unhappy, on its year-
long review of electric issues and consumer impacts. In the report, the Board
expressed concerns for Ohio electric consumers, including that Ohioans were
paying more for electric service, on average, than consumers in 32 other states.
The Board concluded the report with a recommendation for the establishment of a “Legislative Task Force to
Study Reforms in Electric Utility Law in the State”

In July 2015, the Board approved a resolution regarding the practice of submetering in apartments, condominiums
and other housing. The Board recommended that the Ohio General Assembly and the Public Utilities Commission
of Ohio institute price protections for consumers in submetered housing.

I thank Attorney General Mike DeWine for his reappointments last year of Board members Jason Clark and Stuart
Young. In 2015, we welcomed Kelly Moore to the Board and said farewell to Board member Susheela Suguness, the
former Vice-Chair. The Board elected Michael Watkins as its new Vice-Chair.

The Board appreciates the agency staft’s dedication to OCC’s mission and vision for service to Ohio utility
consumers. I thank the Board’s appointees, Consumers’ Counsel Bruce Weston and Deputy Consumers’ Counsel
Larry Sauer, for their service to the Board and for their leadership and commitment in our public service to
Ohioans. I thank the members of the Ohio General Assembly and the Governor’s Office for their consideration of
our views on utility consumer issues that affect Ohioans. The Board looks forward to providing guidance for OCC’s
services to Ohioans in 2016.
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http://www.occ.ohio.gov/electric/Report_by_the_Board_of_the_Ohio_Consumers_Counsel_01_19_2016.pdf



